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    The Senate met pursuant to adjournment.
    Honorable James "Pate" Philip, Wood Dale, Illinois, presiding.
    Prayer by Reverend William  Privette,  Christ  Episcopal  Church,
Springfield, Illinois.
    Senator Radogno led the Senate in the Pledge of Allegiance.

    The  Journal  of Wednesday, January 10, 2001, was being read when
on motion of Senator W. Jones further reading of same  was  dispensed
with  and  unless  some Senator had corrections to offer, the Journal
would stand approved.  No corrections being offered, the Journal  was
ordered to stand approved.

    The Journal of Thursday, January 11, 2001, was being read when on
motion of Senator W. Jones further reading of same was dispensed with
and  unless  some Senator had corrections to offer, the Journal would
stand approved.   No  corrections  being  offered,  the  Journal  was
ordered to stand approved.

                          REPORTS RECEIVED                          REPORTS RECEIVED

    The Secretary placed before the Senate the following reports:

The  Annual  Report, November 2000, A Profile of the Illinois Council
on Aging, the Advisory Body to  the  Illinois  Department  on  Aging,
submitted by the Department on Aging.

    The  Annual  Report,  Fiscal  Year 2000, on the Operations of the
Mobile Team Training Units submitted by the Illinois Law  Enforcement
Training and Standards Board pursuant to Public Act 82-674.

    The  annual  report  on  state-owned  and  surplus  real property
submitted  by  the  Department  of  Central  Management  Services  in
accordance with the  provisions  set  forth  in  the  State  Property
Control Act, 30 ILCS 605/7.1, 30 ILCS 105/9, and 20 ILCS 405/67.02.

    A report, The Burden of Cardiovascular Disease and Obesity in the
State  of  Illinois,  submitted by the Department of Public Health as
required by Public Act 91-0343.

    A report submitted  by  the  Office  of  the  Inspector  General,
Department  of  Children  and  Family  Services  pursuant  to 20 ILCS
505/35.5.

    The State of Illinois Small Business Report for fiscal year  2000
submitted  by  the  Department  of  Central  Management  Services  as
required  by  Section  45-45(f)  of  the  Illinois  Procurement Code,
30ILCS500-45-45(f).

    The Fiscal Year 2000 Annual Report submitted by the Commission on
Intergovernmental Cooperation in compliance with 25 ILCS 130/4-7.

    The Private Business and Vocational  Schools'  School  Visitation
and  Complaint  Report  submitted  by the State Board of Education in
accordance with the Private Business and Vocational Schools Act,  105
ILCS 425/14.2.

    A  report,  The  Challenges of Human Cloning for Public Policy in
Illinois submitted by the Institute of Government and Public Affairs,
University of Illinois, pursuant to SR 292.
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     The Annual Report, 2000, submitted by the Office of the Illinois
State Fire Marshal.

    A report, Illinois' Minority Senior Citizens: Enhancing  Services
to  Minority  Seniors,  October  2000, submitted by the Department on
Aging, Department of Human Services, Department of  Public  Aid,  and
Department of Public Health as required by Public Act 88-0254.

    A  report  on  Property  Taxes  in Illinois, January 2001 Update,
submitted by the Economic and Fiscal Commission.

    The foregoing reports were ordered received and placed on file in
the Secretary's Office.

                       EXCUSED FROM ATTENDANCE                       EXCUSED FROM ATTENDANCE

    Senator Maitland was excused from attendance due to illness.

    On motion of Senator Demuzio, Senator  Bowles  was  excused  from
attendance due to illness.

    On  motion  of  Senator  Demuzio,  Senator Ronen was excused from
attendance due to illness.

              MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES              MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

    A message from the House by
    Mr. Rossi, Clerk:
    Mr. President -- I am directed to  inform  the  Senate  that  the
House  of  Representatives  has  concurred  with  the  Senate  in the
adoption of the following joint resolution, to-wit:

                    SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 1

    Concurred in by the House, January 11, 2001.
                                 ANTHONY D. ROSSI, Clerk of the House

                     MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT                     MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

                   OFFICE OF THE SENATE PRESIDENT
                           ILLINOIS SENATE

James "Pate" Philip
 Senate President
      and
  Majority Leader

                          January 31, 2001

Mr. Jim Harry
Secretary of the Senate
401 State House
Springfield, IL  62706

Dear Mr. Secretary:

    Please be advised that I have made the following appointments  to
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the  92nd  General  Assembly Standing Committees.  These appointments
are effective immediately.

AGRICULTURE AND CONSERVATION____________________________
Senator Luechtefeld
Senator R. Madigan
Senator Myers
Senator Watson

APPROPRIATIONS______________
Senator Burzynski
Senator Karpiel
Senator Lauzen
Senator Radogno
Senator Syverson
Senator Weaver

COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY_____________________
Senator Cronin
Senator Hawkinson
Senator Parker

EDUCATION_________
Senator Burzynski
Senator Roskam
Senator Sieben
Senator Watson

ENVIRONMENT AND ENERGY______________________
Senator Dillard
Senator Donahue
Senator Karpiel
Senator Rauschenberger

EXECUTIVE_________
Senator Dillard
Senator Dudycz
Senator Karpiel
Senator Philip
Senator Watson
Senator Weaver

EXECUTIVE APPOINTMENTS______________________
Senator Bomke
Senator Geo-Karis
Senator Peterson

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS______________________
Senator Geo-Karis
Senator Mahar
Senator T. Walsh

INSURANCE AND PENSIONS______________________
Senator O'Malley
Senator Peterson
Senator Petka
Senator Sieben

JUDICIARY_________
Senator Cronin
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Senator Geo-Karis
Senator O'Malley
Senator Petka
Senator Roskam

LICENSED ACTIVITIES___________________
Senator Luechtefeld
Senator R. Madigan
Senator Sullivan

LOCAL GOVERNMENT________________
Senator Dudycz
Senator W. Jones
Senator Klemm
Senator Myers

PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE_________________________
Senator Donahue
Senator Mahar
Senator Radogno
Senator Rauschenberger
Senator Sullivan

REVENUE_______
Senator Burzynski
Senator W. Jones
Senator Radogno
Senator Roskam

STATE GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS___________________________
Senator Bomke
Senator Noland
Senator Sullivan

TRANSPORTATION______________
Senator Bomke
Senator Dudycz
Senator Hawkinson
Senator Klemm

                                    Sincerely,

                                  s/Pate
                                    James "Pate" Philip
                                    President of the Senate

CC: Senate Minority Leader Jones
    Speaker Madigan
    House Minority Leader Daniels
    Linda Hawker
    Legislative Reference Bureau
    Legislative Research Unit
    Governor Ryan

                   OFFICE OF THE SENATE PRESIDENT                   OFFICE OF THE SENATE PRESIDENT
                           ILLINOIS SENATE                           ILLINOIS SENATE

                                                     January 31, 2001
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Mr. Jim Harry
Secretary of the Senate
401 State House
Springfield, IL  62706

Dear Mr. Secretary:

    Please be advised that I have made the following appointments  to
the Rules Committee for the 92nd General Assembly:

    Senator Stanley B. Weaver, Chairman
    Senator Kirk Dillard, Vice-Chairman
    Senator Walter Dudycz

    These appointments are effective immediately.

                                    Sincerely,

                                  s/James "Pate" Philip
                                    Senate President

                           COMMUNICATIONS                           COMMUNICATIONS

                          STATE OF ILLINOIS
                               SENATE

EMIL JONES, JR.
Senate Democratic Leader
                          January 29, 2001

Mr. Jim Harry
Secretary of the Senate
Room 403 Capitol Building
Springfield, IL  62706

Dear Mr. Secretary:

    Please be advised that I have made the following appointments, to
be  effective  immediately,  to  the  92nd  General Assembly Standing
Committees:

AGRICULTURE AND CONSERVATION____________________________
Senator William O'Daniel - Minority Spokesperson
Senator Larry Woolard
Senator Evelyn Bowles
Senator Lawrence Walsh

APPROPRIATIONS______________
Senator Donne Trotter - Minority Spokesperson
Senator Miguel del Valle
Senator James Clayborne
Senator Debbie Halvorson
Senator Lisa Madigan

COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY_____________________
Senator Debbie Halvorson - Minority Spokesperson
Senator Rickey Hendon
Senator James Clayborne
Senator Larry Woolard
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EDUCATION_________
Senator Lisa Madigan - Minority Spokesperson
Senator Vince Demuzio
Senator Kimberly Lightford
Senator Larry Woolard

ENVIRONMENT AND ENERGY______________________
Senator William Shaw - Minority Spokesperson
Senator Denny Jacobs
Senator Carol Ronen
Senator Patrick Welch

EXECUTIVE_________
Senator Robert Molaro - Minority Spokesperson
Senator Emil Jones
Senator Vince Demuzio
Senator Miguel del Valle
Senator Evelyn Bowles

EXECUTIVE APPOINTMENTS______________________
Senator James DeLeo - Minority Spokesperson
Senator Vince Demuzio
Senator Louis Viverito
Senator Margaret Smith

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS______________________
Senator Kimberly Lightford - Minority Spokesperson
Senator Antonio Munoz
Senator Patrick Welch
Senator Terry Link

INSURANCE AND PENSIONS______________________
Senator Denny Jacobs - Minority Spokesperson
Senator Louis Viverito
Senator John Cullerton
Senator Rickey Hendon

JUDICIARY_________
Senator John Cullerton - Minority Spokesperson
Senator George Shadid
Senator Barack Obama
Senator Ira Silverstein

LICENSED ACTIVITIES___________________
Senator Evelyn Bowles - Minority Spokesperson
Senator James DeLeo
Senator William Shaw
Senator Ira Silverstein

LOCAL GOVERNMENT________________
Senator Lawrence Walsh - Minority Spokesperson
Senator William Shaw
Senator Terry Link
Senator Debbie Halvorson

PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE_________________________
Senator Barack Obama - Minority Spokesperson
Senator Margaret Smith
Senator Carol Ronen
Senator Antonio Munoz

                                                      [Jan. 31, 2001]

SOLIMAR DFAULT DPORT NONE



                                   8

REVENUE_______
Senator James Clayborne - Minority Spokesperson
Senator Donne Trotter
Senator Denny Jacobs
Senator Barack Obama

RULES_____
Senator Vince Demuzio
Senator John Cullerton

STATE GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS___________________________
Senator Terry Link - Minority Spokesperson
Senator William O'Daniel
Senator Rickey Hendon
Senator Ira Silverstein

TRANSPORTATION______________
Senator George Shadid - Minority Spokesperson
Senator William O'Daniel
Senator Robert Molaro
Senator Antonio Munoz

    If you have any questions, please  contact  my  Chief  of  Staff,
Courtney Nottage at 782-3920.

                                    Sincerely,

                                  s/Emil Jones, Jr.
                                    Senate Democratic Leader

cc: Governor George Ryan
    Senate President James "Pate" Philip
    House Speaker Michael Madigan
    House Minority Leader Lee Daniels
    Legislative Research Unit
    Legislative Reference Bureau
    Clerk of the House
    Ron Cooley, Acting Director, Index Division

              MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES              MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

    A message from the House by
    Mr. Rossi, Clerk:
    Mr.  President  --  I  am  directed to inform the Senate that the
House of Representatives has adopted the following joint  resolution,
in  the  adoption  of which I am instructed to ask the concurrence of
the Senate, to-wit:

                    HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 3
    BE  IT  RESOLVED,  BY  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES   OF   THE    BE  IT  RESOLVED,  BY  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES   OF   THE
NINETY-SECOND  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, THE SENATENINETY-SECOND  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, THE SENATE
CONCURRING HEREIN, that the two Houses shall convene in Joint SessionCONCURRING HEREIN
on Wednesday, January 31, 2001 at the hour of 12:00 o'clock noon, for
the purpose of hearing his Excellency Governor George Ryan present to
the General Assembly his  Report  on  the  Condition  of  the  State,
required  by  Article V, Section 13, of the Constitution of the State
of Illinois.

    Adopted by the House, January 30, 2001.
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                                 ANTHONY D. ROSSI, Clerk of the House

    By unanimous consent, on motion of Senator Weaver, the  foregoing
message  reporting  House  Joint  Resolution  No. 3  was taken up for                    House  Joint  Resolution  No. 3
immediate consideration.
    Senator Weaver moved that the Senate concur with the House in the
adoption of the resolution.
    The motion prevailed.
    And the Senate concurred with the House in the  adoption  of  the
resolution.
    Ordered  that  the  Secretary inform the House of Representatives
thereof.

    At the hour of 11:49 o'clock a.m., the Chair announced  that  the
Senate  stand at recess for the purpose of proceeding to the House of
Representatives to meet in joint  session  pursuant  to  House  Joint
Resolution No. 3.

                            JOINT SESSION                            JOINT SESSION
                         12:00 O'CLOCK NOON                         12:00 O'CLOCK NOON

    The  hour  having  arrived,  the  time  heretofore fixed by Joint
Resolution adopted by the Senate and the  House  of  Representatives,
the  Joint Session convened for the purpose of receiving the Governor
to  deliver  his  State  of  the  State  Message  in  person  to  the
Ninety-Second General Assembly.
    The Senate, preceded  by  the  Honorable  President  Philip,  and
Members  of  the  Senate,  appeared  in  the  Hall  of  the  House of
Representatives and, by direction of  the  Speaker,  took  the  seats
assigned them.
    The  two Houses being convened in Joint Session, President Philip
of the Senate announced that a quorum of the Senate was present.
    Speaker Madigan, of the House of Representatives, announced  that
a quorum of the House was present.
    A  majority  of each House of the General Assembly being present,
the Speaker of the House announced the Joint Session duly formed.

    Representative Currie offered the following resolution and  moved
its adoption:

                     JOINT SESSION RESOLUTION 1                     JOINT SESSION RESOLUTION 1

    RESOLVED,  That  a  committee  of ten be appointed, five from the    RESOLVED
House, by the Speaker of the House, and five from the Senate, by  the
President  of the Senate, to wait upon His Excellency Governor George
Ryan and invite him to address the Joint Assembly.

    The motion prevailed.

    The President  of  the  Senate  announced  the  appointments,  as
Members  of  such Committee, on the part of the Senate:  Senators Dan
Cronin, Debbie Halvorson, William Mahar, Christine Radogno and  Louis
Viverito.

    The  Speaker  of the House announced the appointments, as Members
of such Committee, on the part of  the  House:   Representatives  Jim
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Durkin,  Sara  Feigenholtz,  Mary  Kay O'Brien, Carol Pankau and Doug
Scott.

    His Excellency, Governor George Ryan, was admitted into the  Hall
of  the  House  of  Representatives, and was presented to the General
Assembly, to deliver his message in person as follows:

                       2001 State of the State                       2001 State of the State
                       Governor George H. Ryan                       Governor George H. Ryan
                     Wednesday, January 31, 2001                     Wednesday, January 31, 2001

    Speaker Madigan.
    President Philip.
    My fellow Constitutional Officers.
    My friends and colleagues in the General Assembly.
    Members of the Cabinet and our guests in the Gallery.
    And my fellow citizens of Illinois.
    Two years ago, from this House, I asked you to join  with  me  in
"Building a New Illinois."
    I  asked  all  of  you  in  the  General  Assembly  to  set aside
partisanship and to work on achieving the noble  hopes  and    dreams
that I know we share for this State.
    I  extended  a  hand of friendship and cooperation to everyone in
Illinois  - no matter who you are, where you live, what  you do for a
living -- or who you may have voted for.
I told you that the door to my office would always be open and that I
would always be ready to listen.
    And together, with those principles guiding us, we are succeeding.
    We are building a "New Illinois."
    Together, we have improved education.
    We have expanded economic opportunity.
    We have strengthened the care of the sick, the elderly and the disabled.
    We have secured the safety of our neighborhoods and schoolyards.
    We have enriched our natural heritage.
    And, most importantly, we are  building  an  Illinois  where  our
legacy  to  the future - our children - are protected, cared for  and
given every opportunity to reach their full potential.
    I can report to you today that the  State  of  Illinois  and  its
people are confident and ready to face the future.
    The State of our State is strong.
    A month ago, we began the year 2001.
    This new year, like the new Century, dawns full of promise.
    I know that we will meet the challenge.
    Our work is not done.
    Through  better  cooperation,  more  hard  work,  and an on-going
dedication to our neighbors in every  part  of  this  State,    we  -
together - will continue to build a "New Illinois."
    Over  these  last  two  years, you and I developed and followed a
well-structured, comprehensive blueprint for our "New  Illinois."
    This plan contained five general goals:
    Safeguarding and improving the lives of children;
    Expanding and retooling our economy;
    Rehabilitating and strengthening our human infrastructure;
    Managing state government more efficiently;
    And most importantly, loosening the  restraints  of  partisanship
that, in the past, led to government gridlock.
    In  all  of these tasks - and more - we have succeeded. Illinois'
late  poet  laureate  --  Gwendolyn  Brooks  --   in   her   Pulitzer
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Prize-winning  collection  of  poems, wrote of her  parents Maxie and
Andrew.
    She wrote of the way they tackled life and all of its challenges.
    They knew what had to be done -- and they took care of things.
    A line from one poem is an appropriate summary of our  work  here
during the last two years.
    She wrote, and I quote:
    "But one by one, they got things done."
    One  by one, we found common ground to solve some of the problems
we faced.
    One by one, we met the challenges laid before us.
    And, as a result, Illinois is a better place today  than  it  was
two years ago.
    We  are  a  better-educated  state,  a  more  prosperous state, a
healthier state, and a safer state.
    If you're a parent, you should know that our high school students
scored higher on the ACT placement test than the    national  average
and  lead  the  country  in  scoring  on advanced placement exams for
college credit.
    And you should also know  that  our  universities  and  community
colleges are rated the best overall in the United States.
    Our unemployment rate is the lowest in a generation.
    We  rank in the top ten among the states in providing health care
services to poor children.
    Our KidCare enrollment is up 400% in the last two years.
    Teen pregnancies have dropped to a 40-year low.
    If you're one of the 3 million  Illinoisans  who  receive  health
care  through an HMO, you can take comfort that we have  put in place
a Patients' "Bill of Rights."
    Our caseload  in  the  Temporary  Assistance  to  Needy  Families
program  is  the  lowest it's been in 31 years and Illinois  has been
recognized as a leader among all the states  in  moving  people  from
welfare to work.
    Thanks,  in  part,  to  common  sense  gun  laws  and no-nonsense
anti-crime laws we've enacted, Illinois is a safer place  today  than
two years ago.
    The  violent  crime rate dropped 8 percent last year, the biggest
one-year decline in 27 years.
    Yes, Illinois is a better place today.
    Our successes during the last two years are a  shining  testament
to a government that places people before politics.
    We've proven that partisans need not be enemies.
    It  is  possible  to reach across the aisle and work together for
the good of everyone.
    One by one, we've gotten things done -- and  this  State  is  the
better for it.
    It  has  been  said  that our children are the living messages we
send to the future.
    All of us want that message to  be  one  of  unlimited  hope  and
opportunity,  a  message  that is defined only by the  dreams of each
child.
    As parents and grandparents, we will define our generation by the
improvements we make in preparation for those  who come next.
    Our top priority over these last two years has  been  to  improve
the lives of children everywhere in Illinois.
    They deserve the best we can give them.
    Whether  it's their schooling, or their health care, their safety
or their recreation programs, we together have done    much  to  make
sure that every child has an opportunity move ahead.
    When  we  talk  about  improving  the human infrastructure of our
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state - the children come first.
    We started two years ago  with  an  unprecedented  commitment  to
education.
    Two  years ago we began dedicating at least 51 percent of all new
general state revenues to education and job  training.
    We kept our word, and we've raised school  funding  by  nearly  a
billion new dollars.
    And we are making educational progress.
    Illinois  has the best "advanced placement performance" scores in
the nation - ahead of Iowa, New York, California,  North Carolina and
Texas.
    This year, we must keep our  funding  commitment  to  our  school
children.
    A  special  commission has recommended an annual increase of $135
in the foundation level of state funding for every  student.
    Together,  with  the  help  of  parents,  teachers   and   school
officials, we will hash out the details of a new funding level -  one
that is appropriate, affordable and one that does the most to improve
every child's education.
    With  added  resources,  we  focused  on  literacy  and reading -
setting the goal that every child should be able to read by  the  3rd
grade.
    Thanks  to additional support for summer bridge programs all over
Illinois, some 30,000 children were helped last year.
    And we need to do more.
    I will appoint a panel to design a plan for universal  access  to
pre-school  and  full-day  kindergarten  -  ensuring  that  all   our
students have the same chance for hope and opportunity.
    We have made a commitment that no child in Illinois  should  have
to learn in an antiquated school.
    Over  the  last  two  years,  I've visited too many schools where
children are forced to learn math and reading in the  hallway - or in
converted closets and boiler rooms.
    The teachers, parents and students make the  best  of  what  they
have,  but  all  of  us know that it is just not good enough  for our
children.
    We can't leave kids in those old schools -- and  we  won't.  Over
the  last  two  years  we've  provided  $3  billion  more  to rebuild
crumbling school buildings, and add 5,000 new  classrooms  throughout
Illinois.
    It's  an  investment  that will advance our state for the rest of
this century.
    I'm especially proud of what we've been able to do for  East  St.
Louis District 189, the poorest district in our state.
    Over the last two years, we've dedicated more than $82 million to
the construction of seven brand new schools in East  St. Louis.
    We  are  also  working  very  hard  to  meet  the  basic needs of
low-income  and  at-risk  children  who  come  to  school   with   no
encouragement,  no  preparation,  no  enthusiasm,  and in some cases,
empty stomachs.
    Kids can't learn when they're hungry - and way too many  children
go  to  school every day without eating breakfast and  not carrying a
lunch.
    We cannot and will not let that happen.
    We said we would improve school technology -- and we have.
    We intend to keep our students ahead of the curve when  it  comes
to technology in the classroom.
    Just  this  month, we opened the Illinois Virtual High School - a
marvelous opportunity for distance learning that could  serve 600,000
students when fully operational.
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    We also said we would give  Illinois  parents  more  choices  for
educating their children -- and we've done that too.
    We've provided $22 million for charter schools.
    In  our  blueprint  for  a "New Illinois", we said we would raise
basic learning standards for our children, but that we  would    also
set  clear  goals  for  our schools and teachers - and demand greater
accountability.
    We said we would work to improve teacher training.
    It is  important  that  we  continue  to  strengthen  our  annual
measurements  of  all students in order to ensure the  accountability
of our school districts.
    We should begin to  take  the  appropriate  steps  this  year  to
require  that every child in Illinois have their skills tested on  an
annual basis.
    And as we strengthen accountability for  students,  teachers  and
local  schools,  it  is  time  that we take a good, hard look  at the
education bureaucracy of state government.
    Next month I will propose that  we  reform  the  State  Board  of
Education to reduce the bureaucracy, eliminate red tape,  and to make
that agency more accountable to you and me.
    Our record in the education of our children is impressive.
    We've increased funding.
    We've put more emphasis on reading and early learning.
    We're empowering parents and improving choice;
    Harnessing technology;
    Building new schools and classrooms;
    Raising standards for children and teachers;
    Strengthening accountability;
    And providing hope for every child.
    One by one, we got things done.
    When  our children leave our elementary and high schools, what do
they face in higher education?
    Simply put, in Illinois our students can become part of the  best
system  of  community  colleges,  state  universities  and    private
institutions in the United States.
    In  the  first-ever national report card on higher education, the
National Center for Public Policy and Higher Education  gave Illinois
the top overall score among the 50 states.
    Our commitment to our colleges and universities is succeeding.
    We are assuring  quality,  affordability  and  accessibility  for
higher  education  in  Illinois.      Our  current  budget for higher
education is the largest in our history. The  vast  majority  of  our
record  commitment  goes  right  into  classrooms,  laboratories, and
financial aid programs that  benefit students of all ages.
    In the new national study, Illinois bettered all other states  in
helping low and moderate income students go to college.
    Over  the  last two years, we boosted our scholarship programs by
15% - so that 12,000 more kids in this State could  attend college.
    We've invested heavily, through the Illinois VentureTECH  program
and  Illinois  FIRST,  in  a  series of research parks  strategically
located throughout the State.
    The idea is  to  encourage  research  and  new  concepts  at  our
universities  and  labs -- then provide the basic  infrastructure and
support services necessary to make these projects  viable  commercial
enterprises.
    These  investments  are  absolutely  necessary  for  Illinois  to
compete in the New Economy of the 21st Century.
    Altogether,   our  commitment  to  enhancing  higher  education's
infrastructure grew to record levels during these last two  years.
    A new business school at Illinois State.
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    A new fine arts center at Eastern Illinois.
    A new engineering building at  Southern  Illinois  University  at
Edwardsville.
    A   new   residence   hall  at  the  University  of  Illinois  at
Springfield, to implement the new Capital Scholars program that will
make UIS a four-year institution.
    A new convocation center and  a  new  library  at  Chicago  State
University.
    We created the new University Center of Lake County - the fastest
growing area of the State.
    We  earmarked  $30 million for a new biomedical research building
on Northwestern University's Chicago campus.
    And, at the University of Illinois, we dedicated $30  million  to
expand  the  National Center for Supercomputing  Applications and $75
million for a post genomics institute that  will  make  our  state  a
leader in advanced science for agriculture  and human health.
    These investments, and more, are truly investments in our future.
    But we need to do more.
    This  year,  to expand our commitment to the basic infrastructure
of higher education, I propose that we embark on a   significant  new
construction  program dedicated solely to helping each of the state's
47 community colleges.
    I will provide more details during the  budget  address.  We  can
dedicate  substantial resources to the construction of new, permanent
classroom and laboratory buildings at  community colleges.
    Our  plan  calls  for   an   expansion   of   lifelong   learning
opportunities as a way to keep the State's economy moving  forward.
    Nothing  extends  an  economic  expansion faster than a workforce
that is able to meet the changing demands of the  marketplace.
    Over the last two years we placed a  greater  responsibility  for
our workforce in the hands of the Department of  Employment Security.
    We  consolidated  18  different  job training programs run by six
different agencies into a single workforce system.
    We completed the long-overdue transfer  of  adult  education  and
literacy  programming to the community colleges, and  beefed up state
support for their regional  economic  development  centers  -  places
where  private  companies of all sizes can go  for advice and help to
succeed.
    Yes, my friends, in higher education and workforce training,  one
by one, we got things done.
    Last  year  when  I  came before you, I spoke about the fact that
America in the 21st Century presents new economic  challenges.
    A new knowledge-based  economy  has  replaced  the  manufacturing
economy that dominated our lives for the past 100  years.
    We are seeing business and industry expand in Illinois.
    But we cannot escape the cold hard fact that the national economy
is  slowing  down,  and,  as a result, thousands of  jobs in Illinois
have been cut in the last few weeks.
    To anyone who has received a pink slip in the last few  weeks,  I
want  you  to know that we have not forgotten you --  and we will not
forget you.
    Over the past two years, we  have  put  programs  in  place  that
prepared us -- and our workforce -- for a downturn in the  economy.
    We  have  done  our  best  to  expand and strengthen job training
programs and education.
    The Department of Commerce and Community Affairs, along with  the
Department  of employment Security, will have  teams in place to help
displaced workers with their needs.
    We  also  have  been  on  a  crusade  to  create  new  jobs   and
opportunity.
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    Over  the  last  two years, our programs and policies have helped
secure more than $5 billion  in  new  private  investment,    created
32,000 new jobs and retained 30,000 more positions.
    At  the  end  of  2000,  we set a record with more than 6 million
people working. Last year we had an unemployment rate of 4.3  percent
- the lowest level in a generation.
    The business world is taking notice of Illinois.
    "Site  Selection"  magazine  says Illinois has the nation's third
best business climate.
    "Info Week" magazine ranks us second in  their  "e-business  100"
survey.
    And  we're  at  the  top  of the list - Number One - in "Industry
Week's" survey of where you find the world's largest    manufacturing
companies.
    Since  January  of  1999,  the policies we've enacted have led to
numerous successes.
    From  Chicago,  Deerfield   and   Bolingbrook   to   Springfield,
Pinckneyville  and  Mount Vernon, we've created several  thousand new
jobs.
    One by one, we got all of them done.
    But, as you know,  most  of  our  economic  development  policies
invest heavily in our talented workforce and their skills.
    Nothing  is  more important to the future of our economy than the
people who work every day in factories, stores,  offices, schools and
restaurants, as well as farms and construction sites.
    We enhanced our  Industrial  Training  Program  -  providing  job
training funds to help workers learn new skills.
    Since  this  Administration began, we've created or retained more
than 43,000 jobs through this program.
    I also propose  that  we  continue  to  work  with  the  Illinois
business  community and organized labor to reform those parts  of our
business climate that restrict opportunity and new  development,  and
especially the creation of new jobs.
    And  we  must continue to review our workers' compensation system
to ensure its fairness to all stakeholders, as well  as its financial
security.
    Over the last two years, we've redoubled our efforts to help  the
backbone of our economy - Illinois' 650,000 small  business owners.
    We  increased support for our regional Small Business Development
Centers by 62 percent.
    With the help of our state's new small business advocate, Phyllis
Scott, we're developing a universal certification  system  that  will
allow  small  businesses  to  reduce the red tape that slows down the
government procurement process.
    Our long-term strategy includes developing more  opportunity  for
those  companies  as  the  century  moves forward - and  we intend to
succeed.
    Another aspect of our long-term strategy  is  our  commitment  to
tourism.
    Our  state's  tourism  industry generates $22 billion in economic
activity every year.
    From   Chicago's    "Magnificent    Mile"    and    the    quiet,
turn-of-the-century  charms  of  Galena  to  the beauty of Giant City
State Park, our state offers much to visitors that they can enjoy.
    And in two weeks, Lura Lynn and I hope that all of you will  join
us  in  celebrating the groundbreaking of another  landmark that will
bring  in  visitors  from  the  world  over  -  the  Abraham  Lincoln
Presidential Library & Museum.
    In order to prepare Illinois for the global  "New  Economy"  that
surpasses  traditional  borders, we have strengthened our  commitment
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to international exports.
    Illinois is a player on the world stage.
    We market more than $33 billion worth of products every  year  to
foreign shores.
    And  while  slightly  more than half of our exports are high-tech
products,  Illinois  remains  an   international   leader   in   food
production.
    The  bottom  line  is,  one  out  of every eight jobs in Illinois
depends on international trade.
    And that's why we have worked together over the last two years to
expand our international markets.
    Last year we opened two new offices that will pay great dividends
in the future - Shanghai, China and Johannesburg,  South Africa.
    China's economic activity with  other  countries  last  year  was
nearly  half-a-trillion  dollars  -  and we are working very hard  to
make sure that Illinois secures its fair share of business  with  the
world's most populous country.
    As  a number of you in the General Assembly know, our state trade
mission to South Africa last spring was  a  huge    success,  opening
doors  and  relationships  in the one country that will determine the
future economic growth for all of Africa, a  huge market for consumer
goods.
    Also last year, I participated  in  very  productive  discussions
with  Mexico's new president, Vincente Fox, during a visit to  Mexico
City.
    Mexico is our second-largest international trading  partner,  and
with  your  help,  and  with the help of new friends we  have made in
Mexico, Illinois will have a good relationship that will flourish and
grow even stronger.
    And, we as a  state  continue  to  lead  the  national  curve  in
breaking  down  barriers  and developing new ties with the  people of
Cuba.
    A very large part of our  long-term  economic  strategy  involves
help  for  the  hundreds  of  small cities, towns and rural  areas of
Illinois that many times haven't shared in the economic boom.
    We're working hard to build  up  all  of  Illinois  -  and  we're
succeeding.
    In  Ottawa,  nine  companies  have set up shop during the last 18
months, creating about 600 jobs in the local economy.
    In Washburn - population 1,100 - residents banded together to buy
the town's only grocery  store,  the  anchor  of  their    block-long
business district, and save it from closing.
    Over  the  next  10  years,  the  experts predict that demand for
Illinois coal will increase by 15 to 20 million tons.
    And we're contributing more than $27 million in assistance to the
industry to help create environmentally friendly uses  for our coal.
    Over the last two years, together we have allocated  $30  million
to  food  and agricultural research that helps support the  future of
Illinois' largest industry - a 25 percent increase.
    For every dollar that we spend  on  the  future  of  growing  and
processing  food  and  agricultural-related  products,  we see  $8 in
public benefits.
    Throughout 2000, we continued our commitment to the production of
ethanol, which means $1 billion a year to Illinois    and  more  than
4,800 jobs.
    And thanks to our VentureTECH program, rural doctors are going to
expand   telemedicine   links  into  communities  that    don't  have
sufficient medical services.
    One by one, we're getting things done.
    As everyone  in  this  chamber  knows,  a  huge  portion  of  our
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blueprint  for  a  "New  Illinois"  revolves  around improvements  to
Illinois' physical infrastructure - roads, mass  transit,  utilities,
water  and  sewer systems -- as well as parks, public recreation  and
other projects that enhance the over-all  quality  of  life  for  our
workforce.
    I'm talking about our Illinois FIRST program.
    And  yes,  I  mean  our  program,  because Illinois FIRST is, and
always will be, a program born from the ground up.
    This is our program, our way to address the quality  of  life  in
your communities.
    And  Illinois  FIRST continues to be one of the few ways that our
constituents - your neighbors - can see their dreams  and  plans  for
their towns turn into reality - now - not in 10 or 20 years.
    Whether  it's  a  new  water  tower  in  Carthage,  supplies  and
equipment for after-school programs at the Aurora  Recreation Center,
a  new child care facility at the Lake County Family YMCA, a new fire
station in Cypress, six new  police    radios  for  Bartonville,  new
playground  equipment  in  Equality  or  a  new  backhoe  for Ludlow,
Illinois FIRST has helped  communities in every part of this state.
    But perhaps the most important part of  Illinois  FIRST's  legacy
for  the  future consists of the improvements to our  overall quality
of life.
    Many of these projects have been dismissed as legislative  "pork"
- except, of course, by the people who asked for  them.
    We funded more than 3,300 local projects during 2000.
    Illinois  FIRST  is  a  children's  museum in Bronzeville, on the
south side of Chicago.
    It's a senior center in Quincy, and a youth center  in  East  St.
Louis.
    Illinois FIRST is a library in Elmwood Park.
    Illinois  FIRST  helped  rebuild an historic theater in Rockford,
and an opera house in Sesser.
    New sidewalks in the small towns of Sidney and Mazon.
    And Illinois  FIRST  helped  build  a  new  YMCA  in  the  Pilsen
neighborhood of Chicago.
    We need to tell the truth about this program.
    The  people need to know that these projects are not "pork"; they
are necessary, local projects that make our  communities in  Illinois
better - and safer - places in which to live.
    But   even   as   we   continue   to   improve   Illinois'  basic
infrastructure,  there  remains  one  infrastructure  challenge  left
undone  - a new airport in Peotone to serve Northeastern Illinois.
    The business of air travel continues to change on a  daily  basis
as airlines struggle to meet the needs of the traveling  public.
    More than 1 billion people will be flying every year for business
or pleasure.
    Air traffic is big business for Chicago and for Illinois.
    But  O'Hare  is  no  longer  the world's busiest airport and it's
reached its operational capacity.
    The answer to this problem is the construction of a  new  airport
in  Peotone - not to replace O'Hare and Midway - but to  help Chicago
keep its place in the air traffic industry.
    The time is right - politically, economically and  practically  -
to begin serious discussions about a new airport in  Peotone.
    The  time  is  right to frame this debate as a growth opportunity
for the entire state - and not as a line in the sand or a   political
tug-of-war.
    A  final infrastructure challenge we should face this year is the
needed reform of our State's toll highway system.
    The commuters who find themselves  tied  up  in  tollway  traffic
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every day want us to fix the system.
    I've heard their pleas loud and clear, and so have you.
    I  plan  on meeting soon with the Toll Highway Authority to start
discussing ways we can make those important roads  less congested.
    Over the last two years, we have shown - together - that  we  can
build  our  economy  and  enhance  our  infrastructure    while still
preserving and strengthening our environment and natural heritage.
    We have been good stewards of our land, our waters and our air.
    Over the last two years we  have  invested  $95  million  in  new
technologies  and  strategies  to fight pollutants, especially  those
from coal-fired power plants - an 80 percent increase  in  resources.
Ozone  levels,  carbon  monoxide  and  lead concentrations in our air
continue to drop.
    According to the latest air quality statistics, there  have  been
no  smog  alerts  in  the Chicago Metropolitan area for the  past two
years.
    We have seen a steady increase in the number  of  streams,  lakes
and  waterways  rated  as "good quality" - places where  our families
can swim, fish and go boating.
    Our efforts to  clean  up  and  rehabilitate  urban  brownfields,
abandoned  landfills  and  leaking  oil wells is the largest  cleanup
effort in state history.
    Another of our top priorities has been  to  secure  and  preserve
open  spaces  for  future  generations  -  new parks, natural  areas,
recreational and sporting preserves.
    Over the last two years, we have returned more land to the public
trust than any other point in our history - 28,000  acres of streams,
forests, prairie, hills and wetlands.
    And the 500 miles of bike trails we have funded over the last two
years is 10 times more land devoted to trails than  state  government
funded during the previous decade.
    We  joined  with Chicago to develop a unique multi-use state park
in the Lake Calumet region, one of the  most    ecologically  diverse
areas in the city.
    What's more, we dedicated $42 million in Illinois FIRST funds for
the  long-overdue restoration of breakwaters that  protect the city's
Lake Michigan shoreline from erosion and decay.
    With the leadership of Lieutenant Governor Wood, we have  set  in
motion  an important project to protect the Illinois  River watershed
- the Illinois Rivers 2020 program.
    Our  'Illinois  Tomorrow'   program   provides   incentives   for
communities   and  developers  to  help  slow  these  disparities  by
offering incentives to communities that  reduce  traffic  congestion,
preserve  existing  open space and redevelop older, once-used parcels
of land.
    With heating bills rising faster than the temperature is dropping
and with the rolling blackouts that have plagued    California,  last
month I created the state's first-ever "Energy Cabinet".
    The  new  Energy  Cabinet  will  create  long-term  policies  and
programs that encourage dependable and affordable  supplies of energy
and  will  help  you in the General Assembly make the right decisions
regarding fuel supplies and uses.
    We took quick action earlier this month  to  expand  the  state's
Low-Income  Home  Energy  Assistance  Program  so that  an additional
142,000 households can tap  into  more  than  $175  million  that  is
available this year to help pay their home  heating bills.
    Illinois'  commitment  to  this  program  -- $65 million - is the
largest of any of the states.
    Over the last two years, we have budgeted $1.5 billion  more  for
services to strengthen our human infrastructure.
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    We've  been  able  to  do  that  because we're doing a better job
capturing federal funds.
    And our commitment is showing real results.
    The group 'Voices  for  Illinois  Children'  made  the  following
conclusion in their 2001 annual report:
    "The  quality  of  life  for  children  in Illinois has seen real
progress the last few years.
    "Fewer teens are having babies and more are graduating from  high
school.
    "More  children are covered by KidCare and Medicaid and fewer are
being abused or neglected.
    "Welfare  dependency   and   child   poverty   rates   are   down
dramatically, and more babies are living past their first  birthday."
    But we need to expand our efforts.
    This year, one by one, we're going to get more things done.
    Right  now,  we are helping 200,000 more disadvantaged or at-risk
children lead better lives than we were two years  ago.
    Through the leadership of the First  Lady's  "Futures  for  Kids"
program,  we've  increased  funding by more than 50  percent for Teen
REACH after school  programs,  youth  employment  initiatives,  early
childhood programs, drug prevention,  intervention and treatment.
    We  strengthened  intervention programs designed to keep families
together and young people out of jail.
    During 2001, the First Lady and Futures for Kids will  coordinate
the  policies  and programs for young people through a  new "Illinois
Children and Youth Commission."
    With this effort, Illinois will join 27  other  states  that  are
committed   to   bringing   a   high   level  of  visibility  to  the
opportunities and promises for children - and turning those  promises
into action.
    Also,   The  Future  for  Kids  Advisory  Board  recently  issued
recommendations on dealing  with  the  growing  challenges  of    our
state's juvenile justice system.
    One  of  the  key  recommendations  is  that  we must address the
critical mental health needs of young people  coming  into    contact
with the juvenile justice system.
    I  look  forward  to  working  with  you  on  solutions  to those
challenges.
    Our record commitment to child care services is  helping  218,000
children  lead  productive  and safe lives in a stable  setting while
their parents earn a living.
    Working Mother magazine ranked Illinois among the top  10  states
for child care and development programs in 1999 -  and in the top six
for innovations in 2000.
    Our  hard  work  and dedication toward the state's KidCare health
care insurance program for at-risk children are  encouraging.
    The partnerships we have  established  throughout  Illinois  have
resulted in an increase in enrollments of about 400  percent.
    Illinois  ranks seventh among the states in providing health care
services for children in low-income households.
    And for the third year in a row, Illinois is the nation's  leader
in moving children with troubled backgrounds out of  temporary foster
care  and  into permanent adoptive homes - more than 13,000 adoptions
last year.
    In our "New Illinois" - right now - we  are  helping  nearly  one
million families see progress where they used to see  roadblocks to a
better life.
    We're  taking  a bold step right now to help at-risk families and
communities with our new "Illinois Workforce  Advantage" program.
    In six  pilot  areas  -  Harvey,  East  St.  Louis,  the  state's

                                                      [Jan. 31, 2001]

SOLIMAR DFAULT DPORT NONE



                                   20

"Southern   Seven"   counties   and   the  Chicago  neighborhoods  of
Englewood, North Lawndale and Humboldt Park - we're strengthening our
long-term commitment to people and families.
    In these communities, Illinois  Workforce  Advantage  teams  will
work   closely   with  community  organizations,  local    government
officials, community leaders, faith groups and people on  the  street
to develop the best delivery of state services  for that area.
    We  are  also  trying  to  help  Illinois families by proposing a
series of measures to curb predatory and abusive lending    practices
in  this State - and stop unscrupulous lenders from offering loans to
people who they know cannot afford to repay.
    Last year you passed a law that requires the regulation  of  this
particular industry.
    That  was  the right thing to do and I urge all of you to support
the proposals we have made to safeguard homes and  neighborhoods.
    Illinois continues to be a national leader in welfare reform.
    Illinois has the top ranking among the largest industrial  states
for getting former clients back into the workforce. Over the last two
years  the number of welfare cases has dropped to the lowest level in
31 years.
    For all of the people whose lives are improved by our  commitment
to  their  well  being,  quality, accessible health care  remains the
foundation of our state's human infrastructure.
    Our expansion of public health programs at the local  levels  has
meant tangible results for people in every part of our  state.
    More  than 93,000 of our most needy citizens are receiving health
care through our expansion of programs  for  the    Aged,  Blind  and
Disabled.
    Five thousand more women are receiving the care they need because
we   doubled  state  funding  for  the  "Women's    Health  Illinois"
initiative.
    For the first time, state government helps  pay  for  breast  and
cervical  cancer  screenings  for low-income women in all  102 of our
counties.
    I offer my thanks to the Commission on the Status of Women, which
has pushed hard for many initiatives that  affect    the  health  and
futures of women and girls in Illinois.
    We  budgeted $30 million last year for smoking prevention efforts
based in schools and local health departments that   will  help  some
young people quit smoking and help others to never start.
    And our commitment to helping persons with disabilities remains a
top priority.
    We  put  an additional $29 million into the state's developmental
disabilities budget to increase the wages of those  very    important
people  who provide daily direct care services to the developmentally
disabled.
    Last year we funded the largest  single  pay  increase  ever  for
personal service attendants.
    Those hard-working people deserve more.
    We  have  steadily, over the last two years, increased the number
of people who can take advantage  of  Community    Integrated  Living
Arrangements and those who can remain in their homes.
    Nonetheless, we still have work to do.
    In  its  important  Olmstead  decision,  the  U.S.  Supreme Court
delivered a reminder to all the states that it is wrong to    subject
any disabled person to unnecessary institutionalization against their
will.
    At  the  same  time,  the court recognized that state governments
have limited resources, even though they must provide  a  wide  range
of services for disabled persons with vastly different needs.

[Jan. 31, 2001]

SOLIMAR DFAULT DPORT NONE



                                   21

    We have begun the task of working with the disabled community and
their  advocates to determine how best to meet  the challenges of the
Olmstead decision.
    We must bring all agencies that  serve  the  disabled  population
together   to   coordinate   our   efforts   and  eliminate  wasteful
competition for resources.
    Throughout this process, we must work together to  improve  lines
of  communication  so  that  persons  with disabilities  can exercise
informed decisions and self-determination when possible.
    Thanks to our cooperative efforts last year we  strengthened  the
lives  of  more  than  400,000 seniors who depend on us  every day to
help them remain healthy, active, productive and independent.
    We boosted funding for the Community Care Program by 15  percent,
enabling 38,000 seniors to stay independent.
    Through  our  support  for  senior citizen nutrition services, we
served 10 million meals.
    And perhaps most  importantly,  we  expanded  the  scope  of  the
state's pharmaceutical assistance program to 100,000  more seniors by
bumping  up  the  ceiling  on  benefits  and  expanding  the  type of
medications that are eligible for state  payments.
    In addition to drugs for heart disease, blood pressure,  diabetes
and  arthritis,  seniors now can get state assistance for  medication
to  combat  Alzheimer's,  Parkinson's,  glaucoma,  lung  disease  and
smoking-related illnesses.
    In all of these areas, one by one we are getting it done.
    The  safety  of  our  homes,  neighborhoods,  school  yards   and
businesses continue to be a top priority of the people of  Illinois -
and a major goal of our plan for the 21st Century.
    Our  latest crime statistics show an 8 percent drop in crime - to
the lowest statewide rate in 27 years. We have  developed  strategies
to fight guns, gangs and drugs as a key element. Crime is dropping in
Illinois because we are sending strong messages to criminals.
    We  sent  a strong message when we renewed the Safe Neighborhoods
Act.
    We initiated "Operation Windy City", a program  that  puts  state
parole  agents  on  the streets to help them identify  paroled felons
who are abusing the privileges of their release.
    That's a very strong message.
    We're putting 250 more state troopers out on patrol and  replaced
1,100 unsafe state police vehicles.
    And  this  year  we will see the development of a new $25 million
statewide radio system that will improve  communications between  law
enforcement and public safety services.
    We  created  a committee that is rewriting the states 40-year-old
criminal code to make it modern, efficient and fair.
    One year ago today, I declared what is, in effect,  a  moratorium
on executions in Illinois.
    With  the  13  people  freed, I could not go forward with so many
questions about the fairness of the death penalty in  Illinois.
    I cannot support a system,  which,  in  its  administration,  has
proven  to  be  so  fraught  with error and has come so close  to the
ultimate nightmare -- the state's taking of innocent life.
    There is no margin for error when it comes to putting a person to
death.
    So, last year, I appointed a commission  to  deliberate  on  this
issue and bring me their recommendations.
    The  Illinois  Supreme  Court, after two years of study, recently
adopted some new rules and procedures for capital  cases.
    That is welcome news and I commend  the  court  for  taking  this
step.
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    But, I say today, it will not be the last step.
    My commission must complete its study.
    I  have  charged  them with examining issues which go beyond just
those considered by the Supreme Court.
    It is a huge task.
    There are still too many serious questions about our system.
    I am a strong proponent of tough criminal penalties.
    We must ensure the public safety of our citizens.
    But, in doing so, we must ensure that the  ends  of  justice  are
served.
    It is a question of FAIRNESS.
    Together, our record over these last two years shows that we have
been responsible in managing the people's money.
    Over  the  last  two  years,  state  government has returned $1.1
billion to taxpayers -- $1.1 billion.
    The state's income tax personal exemption has been doubled.
    The Earned Income Tax Credit is helping low-income families  keep
more of the money they earn.
    The tax credit for school expenses will mean money in the pockets
of 200,000 families.
    The  income  eligibility  rules  for  the  Senior Circuit Breaker
program is a savings of $100 million for hundreds of    thousands  of
older adults in drug costs and property taxes.
    And  last  year's property tax rebate - a total of $280 million -
put an average of $125 in the pockets of homeowners.
    Our spending over the last two years, as well as the $1.1 billion
we have returned to taxpayers, has been prudent and  responsible.
    Illinois' fiscal house is sound and will remain so for the coming
year.
    I will provide more details to you during the budget  message  in
February, but let me assure you that we are in good  shape.
    We  still  expect  to  end the 2001 fiscal year with a balance of
$1.2 billion - not including $225 million in our first-ever    "rainy
day fund".
    In  each  of  the  last  two  fiscal  years, we have recorded the
highest end-of-year balances in state history, indicators that    led
Wall Street last year to upgrade our bond rating.
    That's a good record of managing money.
    Will we have to watch our money closely this year?
    Yes we will.
    There  will be tough decisions to make again this spring, but I'm
confident that together, we can develop a spending   plan  for  state
government that sustains the needs of the people.
    We  continue  to  work  as  hard  as we can to integrate advanced
technology and time-saving programs into the inner-workings of  state
government.
    Our national ratings in the use of technology to make life better
for our citizens have improved in every area.
    The  National  Center  for  Digital  Government  recently  ranked
Illinois 4th among all the states in our use of Information
    Technology   to   deliver   services  to  our  citizens.   That's
especially significant when we realize our ranking two years ago was
49th.
    Our Technology Office  is  undertaking  an  extensive  review  of
office  automation  standards  throughout  the  government,  and I am
confident we will make continued progress this year.
    Illinois has become the first state  to  launch  a  comprehensive
electronic government initiative.
    Over  the  next  18  months, we hope to distribute over a million
digital I.D.s to citizens and businesses,  to  enable  them  to    do
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business   with  the  State  as  an  integrated,  secure,  web-driven
government.
    During the past year, a number of states have been working  on  a
streamlined  sales tax project, designed in part to  address concerns
that Internet sales may unfairly penalize Main Street retailers.
    We will need to address that issue this year, as well.
    But before we do, I want to make absolutely sure that anything we
do to change the current  sales  tax  system  will  treat    everyone
fairly.
    We're  making  progress  in the return of federal dollars flowing
back to Illinois.
    Last year we got back more than $55 billion - an increase of $1.4
billion over the previous year.
    Had  the  state  received  federal  dollars  back  in  the   same
proportion  as  our  population,  we  would  have received about  $10
billion more in federal spending.
    Our  new  Federal  Resources  Clearinghouse  is  addressing  this
imbalance, and we'll continue to keep fighting for our  fair share in
Washington.
    Our statewide performance review program continues  to  weed  out
the unnecessary and outdated in our statutes, rules  and programs.
    This  year,  we will recommend the elimination of nearly 100 more
boards.
    Additionally, as part of the performance review  effort,  I  will
propose  the  consolidation  of 16 separate bonding  authorities into
one State Financing Authority.
    Establishing  a  singular  authority  will  increase  our  fiscal
oversight, provide for greater  efficiencies,  streamline  functions,
and improve communication and cooperation among competing interests.
    A consolidation also will save us money in overhead costs.
    In  the  end,  it  will simply help us to manage state government
better.
    Finally, I believe it is vitally important that we stop -  now  -
the  fundamental  errors  within our political system and  government
structure that give  rise  to  impropriety  and  an  opportunity  for
wrongdoing.
    By  executive  order,  I  have  prevented  more than 70,000 state
employees who are under my  direction  from  soliciting  or    making
contributions to my political fund.
    That  policy  should be the law of this land, and it should apply
to all state  employees,  regardless  of  who  they  work  for    and
regardless of what their political affiliations are.
    This  spring I will send you legislation to make that prohibition
a law.
    Right now, the constitutionality of the state's "Gift Ban Act" is
being questioned in court.
    Despite these challenges, I have ordered that this important  law
remain in effect for all employees under my control.
    We  must  be  prepared,  if necessary, to keep the "Gift Ban Act"
intact -- Period. In this State of the State address, I have outlined
to you not the things that we have accomplished - but things that all
of us, as a people, have accomplished over the last two years.
    It is a remarkable story.
    As I said, the state of our State is strong.
    We have prepared our state well for the future.
    And we still have much to do.
    We have tasks that we cannot -- and will not -- shy away from.
    With your help, and with a strong faith in God,  our  state  will
continue to move forward into the 21st Century.
    And today, at this hour, let us renew our pledge to the people of
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Illinois.
    Let  us  assure  them  that  we are working together and dreaming
great dreams.
    Let us assure them that we are putting people before politics and
pulling in the same direction to build their "New  Illinois".
    Today is the start of a new partnership.
    One by one, let's get things done.
    Thank you, God bless you and God bless the People of Illinois.

    At the hour of 1:22 o'clock p.m., President Philip moved that the
Joint Assembly do now arise.
    The motion prevailed.

    The Senate having withdrawn, the House resumed its session.

                            AFTER RECESS                            AFTER RECESS

    At the hour of 1:25 o'clock p.m.,  the  Senate  returned  to  the
Senate Chambers and resumed consideration of business.
    Senator Weaver, presiding.

                     PRESENTATION OF RESOLUTIONS                     PRESENTATION OF RESOLUTIONS

                       SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 9                       SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 9
    Offered by Senator Lauzen and all Senators:
    Mourns the death of William Anthony Koppi of Batavia.

                      SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 10                      SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 10
    Offered by Senator Hawkinson and all Senators:
    Mourns the death of Elsie S. Jenks of Monmouth.

                      SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 11                      SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 11
    Offered by Senator Lauzen and all Senators:
    Mourns the death of Joanne M. Wicks of Aurora.

                      SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 12                      SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 12
    Offered by Senator Lauzen and all Senators:
    Mourns the death of Patricia Tredup of Elgin.

                      SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 13                      SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 13
    Offered by Senator Lauzen and all Senators:
    Mourns the death of Robert J. Smith of Geneva.

                      SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 14                      SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 14
    Offered by Senator Lauzen and all Senators:
    Mourns the death of John Solfisburg of Aurora.

                      SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 15                      SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 15
    Offered by Senator Lauzen and all Senators:
    Mourns the death of Mary C. Wicks of Aurora.

                      SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 16                      SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 16
    Offered by Senator Viverito and all Senators:
    Mourns the death of Marlin Landwehr of Elmhurst.

                      SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 17                      SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 17
    Offered by Senator Hawkinson and all Senators:
    Mourns the death of Norman Faber of Princeton.
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                      SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 18                      SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 18
    Offered by Senator Shadid and all Senators:
    Mourns the death of Claude E. Dodson of Morton.

                      SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 19                      SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 19
    Offered by Senator Demuzio and all Senators:
    Mourns the death of Curtis J. Bloome of Springfield.

                      SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 20                      SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 20
    Offered by Senator Demuzio and all Senators:
    Mourns the death of Robert J. Kolduff of Staunton.

                      SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 21                      SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 21
    Offered by Senator Dillard and all Senators:
    Mourns the death of Reverend Victor Sivore of Lemont.

    The  foregoing  resolutions  were  referred  to  the  Resolutions
Consent Calendar.

    Senators  Rauschenberger  - Peterson offered the following Senate
Joint Resolution, which was referred to the Committee on Rules:

                    SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 2                    SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 2
    WHEREAS, Illinois' 76,000 farmers are the stewards of much of our
land base and grow the crops and livestock we all rely on  for  food,
while  maintaining open space, scenic views, and wildlife habitat and
together comprise Illinois' leading industry; and
    WHEREAS, In many parts of Illinois prime farmland  faces  intense
development pressure; and
    WHEREAS, It is critically important for Illinois to develop sound
and  balanced  public  policies  that address farmland and open space
needs while preserving the availability and affordability of  housing
for our citizens; and
    WHEREAS,   The  development  of  sound  land  use,  housing,  and
transportation policies would be enhanced by bringing together public
officials and private organizations  who  are  dedicated  to  dealing
effectively with these issues; and
    WHEREAS, Better planning could guide new development to locations
where  public  infrastructure  is  already  in  place or nearby, thus
reducing damage to the environment  and  helping  sustain  our  rural
heritage; therefore be it
    RESOLVED,  BY THE SENATE OF THE NINETY-SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
THE STATE  OF  ILLINOIS,  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  CONCURRING
HEREIN, that there is created the Illinois Growth Task Force:
    (a)   The Task Force consists of at least 12 members and not more
than 24 members chosen according to the following requirements:
         (1)  Six  voting  members  appointed  from  the   House   of
Representatives,  with  3  members  appointed  by  the  Speaker and 3
members appointed by the Minority Leader, with  the  majority  caucus
members  serving  at  the  pleasure  of  the Speaker and the minority
caucus members serving at the pleasure of the Minority leader;
         (2) Six voting members appointed from  the  Senate,  with  3
members  appointed  by  the  President and 3 members appointed by the
Minority Leader, with majority caucus members serving at the pleasure
of the President and the  Minority  caucus  members  serving  at  the
pleasure of the Minority leader;
         (3)  Up  to  12  non-voting members appointed from pertinent
fields or disciplines by the legislative members of the  Task  Force,
by majority vote, from the following categories:
              (A) Agriculture;
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              (B) Environment;
              (C) Local government;
              (D) Real estate;
              (E) Regional planning;
              (F) Building trades and construction;
              (G) Business;
    (b)  A  majority  of  the  legislative  appointees shall select a
legislative member of the Task Force to serve as chairperson;
    (c) The Lieutenant Governor, the  Director  of  Agriculture,  the
Director  of  Commerce  and  Community  Affairs,  the Director of the
Environmental Protection Agency, the Director of  Natural  Resources,
the  Secretary  of  Transportation,  and the Chairman of the Illinois
Housing Development Authority, or their  designees,  shall  serve  as
advisory non-voting delegates to the Task Force;
    (d)  The  legislative  members  may  appoint a Planning Committee
consisting of non-voting, advisory members to assist  with  the  Task
Force;
    (e) The Task Force has the following objectives:
         (1) Conduct a series of public hearings throughout the State
to discuss with citizens in different regions their visions and plans
for  Illinois  in  the 21st Century with respect to land use, housing
and transportation priorities, and the preservation  of  open  space,
farmland, and natural areas;
         (2)  Develop  a  set  of  statewide  land  use, housing, and
transportation goals, based on the testimony of citizens at the  task
force hearings around Illinois;
         (3)   Propose  enabling  legislation  and  identify  revenue
sources and incentives to meet the goals of the Task Force;
         (4) Review existing State statutes  affecting  farmland  and
development to identify gaps and duplications;
         (5)  Review  State  and regional land use and transportation
policies  and  priorities  to  determine  their  impact  on  regional
development patterns, farmland, agriculture, open space, and housing,
and recommend appropriate changes in policy and funding priorities;
         (6) Review State and regional land use, planning, and zoning
policies to determine their impact on agriculture,  open  space,  and
housing,  and  recommend  appropriate  changes  in policy and funding
priorities to promote balanced growth;
         (7) Review the policies and  programs  of  other  states  to
identify  successful legislative and policy initiatives that could be
adapted for  Illinois  to  ensure  sustainable  growth  in  the  21st
century;
         (8)  Discuss  formation  of  a  permanent  working  group or
commission on growth issues, including designation of  a  lead  State
agency;
    (f)  The  Task  Force shall receive the assistance of legislative
staff, legislative agencies, and, upon request,  private  and  public
organizations;
    (g)   The   members   of  the  Task  Force  shall  serve  without
compensation but be reimbursed for  their  reasonable  and  necessary
expenses from funds appropriated for that purpose; and be it further
    RESOLVED,  That the Illinois Growth Task Force shall meet as soon
as possible after at least 9 legislative members have been appointed,
shall hold  public  hearings,  and  shall  report  its  findings  and
recommendations  to  the  General  Assembly  by  filing a copy of its
report with the Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk of  the  House;
and that upon filing its report the task force is dissolved.

                      MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR                      MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR
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A Message for the Governor by Charles Woodward
Director, Legislative Affairs

                          January 31, 2001

Mr. President,

The Governor directs me to lay before the Senate the
Following Message:

                          STATE OF ILLINOIS
                        EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

To The Honorable
Members of the Senate
Ninety-Second General Assembly:

I  have  nominated  and  appointed the following named persons to the
offices enumerated below and  respectfully  ask  concurrence  in  and
confirmation of these appointments of your Honorable Body:

DEPARTMENT ON AGING___________________

To be the Director of the Department on Aging for a
term ending January 20, 2003:

Margo E. Schreiber of Glen Ellyn
Salaried

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE_________________________

To be Director of the Department of Agriculture for a
term ending January 20, 2003:

Joe Hampton of Windsor
Salaried

DEPARTMENT OF CENTRAL MANAGEMENT SERVICES_________________________________________

To be Director of the Department of Central Management
Services for a term ending January 20, 2003:

Michael S. Schwartz of Springfield
Salaried

DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILY SERVICES__________________________________________

To be Director of the Department of Children and
Family Services for a term ending January 20, 2003:

Jess F. McDonald of Springfield
Salaried

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND COMMUNITY AFFAIRS____________________________________________

To be Director of the Department of Commerce and
Community Affairs for a term ending January 20, 2003:

Pamela McDonough of Springfield
Salaried
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DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS_________________________

To be Director of the Department of Corrections
for a term ending January 20, 2003:

Donald N. Snyder, Jr. of Pittsfield
Salaried

DEPARTMENT OF EMPLOYMENT SECURITY_________________________________

To be Director of the Department of Employment
Security for a term ending January 20, 2003:

Gertrude W. Jordan of Chicago
Salaried

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS____________________________________

To be Director of the Department of Financial
Institutions for a term ending January 20, 2003:

Sarah D. Vega of Chicago
Salaried

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS__________________________

To be Director of the Department of Human Rights
for a term ending January 20, 2003:

Carlos J. Salazar of Chicago
Salaried

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES____________________________

To be Secretary of the Department of Human Services
for a term ending January 20, 2003:

Linda Renee Baker of Springfield
Salaried

DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE_______________________

To be Director of the Department of Insurance for a
term ending January 20, 2003:

Nathaniel S. Shapo of Chicago
Salaried

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR___________________

To be Director of the Department of Labor for a term
ending January 20, 2003:

Robert M. Healey of Homewood
Salaried

DEPARTMENT OF LOTTERY_____________________

To be Director of the Department of Lottery for a
term ending January 20, 2003:
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Lori S. Montana of Chicago
Salaried

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES_______________________________

To be Director of the Department of Natural
Resources for a term ending January 20, 2003:

Gordon Brent Manning of Pawnee
Salaried

DEPARTMENT OF NUCLEAR SAFETY____________________________

To be Director of the Department of Nuclear Safety
for a term ending January 20, 2003:

Thomas Ortciger of Leland Grove
Salaried

DEPARTMENT OF PROFESSIONAL REGULATION_____________________________________

To be Director of the Department of Professional
Regulation for a term ending January 20, 2003:

Leonard A. Sherman of Chicago
Salaried

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH___________________________

To be Director of the Department of Public
Health for a term ending January 20, 2003:

John R. Lumpkin of Chicago
Salaried

DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE_____________________

To be Director of the Department of Revenue for
a term ending January 20, 2003:

Glen L. Bower of Effingham
Salaried

DEPARTMENT OF STATE POLICE__________________________

To be Director of the Department of State
Police for a term ending January 20, 2003:

Sam W. Nolen of Springfield
Salaried

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION____________________________

To be Secretary of the Department of Transportation
for a term ending January 20, 2003:

Robert Kirkland Brown of Sherman
Salaried

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS' AFFAIRS_______________________________
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To be Director of the Department of Veterans'Affairs for
a term ending January 20, 2003:

John W. Johnston of Springfield
Salaried

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY___________________________

To be Director of the Emergency Management Agency for
a term ending January 20, 2003:

Michael Chamness of Rochester
Salaried

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY_______________________________

To be Director of the Environmental Protection
Agency for a term ending January 20, 2003:

Thomas V. Skinner of Lake Bluff
Salaried

STATE FIRE MARSHAL__________________

To be State Fire Marshal for a term ending
January 20, 2003:

Ernest E. Russell of Peoria
Salaried

                                  GEORGE H. RYAN

    Under  the  rules,  the  foregoing  Message  was  referred to the
Committee on Executive Appointments.

                        INTRODUCTION OF BILLS                        INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

    SENATE BILL NO. 31.  Introduced by Senators Dillard  -  Philip  -    SENATE BILL NO. 31
Roskam, a bill for AN ACT concerning sanitary districts.
    The  bill  was  taken  up,  read  by  title a first time, ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE BILL NO. 32.  Introduced by Senators Dillard  -  Philip  -    SENATE BILL NO. 32
Roskam, a bill for AN ACT concerning sanitary districts.
    The  bill  was  taken  up,  read  by  title a first time, ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE BILL NO. 33.  Introduced by Senator Obama, a bill  for  AN    SENATE BILL NO. 33
ACT concerning elections.
    The  bill  was  taken  up,  read  by  title a first time, ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE BILL NO. 34.  Introduced by Senator Trotter, a bill for AN    SENATE BILL NO. 34
ACT concerning public aid.
    The bill was taken up,  read  by  title  a  first  time,  ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE  BILL  NO.  35.  Introduced by Senator Silverstein, a bill    SENATE  BILL  NO.  35
for AN ACT concerning insurance coverage  for  pregnancy  prevention,
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amending named Acts.
    The  bill  was  taken  up,  read  by  title a first time, ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE BILL NO. 36.  Introduced by Senator  Silverstein,  a  bill    SENATE BILL NO. 36
for  AN ACT to amend the Code of Criminal Procedure of 1963 by adding
Section 113-8.
    The bill was taken up,  read  by  title  a  first  time,  ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE  BILL  NO.  37.  Introduced by Senator Silverstein, a bill    SENATE  BILL  NO.  37
for AN ACT concerning criminal law.
    The bill was taken up,  read  by  title  a  first  time,  ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE  BILL  NO.  38.  Introduced by Senator Silverstein, a bill    SENATE  BILL  NO.  38
for AN ACT to amend the Property Tax Code by changing Section 15-170.
    The bill was taken up,  read  by  title  a  first  time,  ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE  BILL  NO.  39.  Introduced by Senator Silverstein, a bill    SENATE  BILL  NO.  39
for AN ACT in relation to civil procedure.
    The bill was taken up,  read  by  title  a  first  time,  ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE  BILL NO. 40.  Introduced by Senator Lauzen, a bill for AN    SENATE  BILL NO. 40
ACT to amend the Illinois Vehicle Code by changing Section 3-633.
    The bill was taken up,  read  by  title  a  first  time,  ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE  BILL  NO. 41.  Introduced by Senator Obama, a bill for AN    SENATE  BILL  NO. 41
ACT concerning firearms.
    The bill was taken up,  read  by  title  a  first  time,  ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE  BILL NO. 42.  Introduced by Senator Hawkinson, a bill for    SENATE  BILL NO. 42
AN ACT relating to genetic testing information.
    The bill was taken up,  read  by  title  a  first  time,  ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE  BILL NO. 43.  Introduced by Senator Cronin, a bill for AN    SENATE  BILL NO. 43
ACT in relation to schools.
    The bill was taken up,  read  by  title  a  first  time,  ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE  BILL NO. 44.  Introduced by Senator Cronin, a bill for AN    SENATE  BILL NO. 44
ACT  to  implement   the   Educational   Funding   Advisory   Board's
recommendations.
    The  bill  was  taken  up,  read  by  title a first time, ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE BILL NO. 45.  Introduced by Senator Parker, a bill for  AN    SENATE BILL NO. 45
ACT concerning crime victim compensation.
    The  bill  was  taken  up,  read  by  title a first time, ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE BILL NO. 46.  Introduced by Senator Parker, a bill for  AN    SENATE BILL NO. 46
ACT concerning corporate fiduciaries.
    The  bill  was  taken  up,  read  by  title a first time, ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.
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    SENATE BILL NO. 47.  Introduced by Senator Parker, a bill for  AN    SENATE BILL NO. 47
ACT relating to corporate fiduciaries.
    The  bill  was  taken  up,  read  by  title a first time, ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE BILL NO. 48.  Introduced by Senator  Parker,  a  bill  for    SENATE BILL NO. 48
        AN ACT concerning corporate fiduciaries.
    The  bill  was  taken  up,  read  by  title a first time, ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE BILL NO. 49.  Introduced by Senator Syverson, a  bill  for    SENATE BILL NO. 49
AN ACT concerning home mortgages.
    The  bill  was  taken  up,  read  by  title a first time, ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE BILL NO. 50.  Introduced by Senator Syverson, a  bill  for    SENATE BILL NO. 50
AN  ACT  to amend the Unified Code of Corrections by changing Section
5-5-3.
    The bill was taken up,  read  by  title  a  first  time,  ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE  BILL  NO. 51.  Introduced by Senator Obama, a bill for AN    SENATE  BILL  NO. 51
ACT concerning firearms.
    The bill was taken up,  read  by  title  a  first  time,  ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE  BILL  NO. 52.  Introduced by Senator Mahar, a bill for AN    SENATE  BILL  NO. 52
ACT concerning taxation.
    The bill was taken up,  read  by  title  a  first  time,  ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE  BILL  NO. 53.  Introduced by Senator Peterson, a bill for    SENATE  BILL  NO. 53
AN ACT in relation to taxation.
    The bill was taken up,  read  by  title  a  first  time,  ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE BILL NO. 54.  Introduced by Senator Radogno, a bill for AN    SENATE BILL NO. 54
ACT in relation to municipal government.
    The  bill  was  taken  up,  read  by  title a first time, ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE BILL NO. 55.  Introduced by Senator Peterson, a  bill  for    SENATE BILL NO. 55
AN ACT in relation to taxes.
    The  bill  was  taken  up,  read  by  title a first time, ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE BILL NO. 56.  Introduced by Senator Peterson, a  bill  for    SENATE BILL NO. 56
AN ACT in relation to tax expenditures.
    The  bill  was  taken  up,  read  by  title a first time, ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE BILL NO. 57.  Introduced by Senator Peterson, a  bill  for    SENATE BILL NO. 57
AN ACT in relation to taxes.
    The  bill  was  taken  up,  read  by  title a first time, ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE BILL NO. 58.  Introduced by Senator Peterson, a  bill  for    SENATE BILL NO. 58
AN ACT in relation to taxation.
    The  bill  was  taken  up,  read  by  title a first time, ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.
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    SENATE BILL NO. 59.  Introduced by Senator Obama, a bill  for  AN    SENATE BILL NO. 59
ACT concerning firearms.
    The  bill  was  taken  up,  read  by  title a first time, ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE BILL NO. 60.  Introduced by Senator Watson, a bill for  AN    SENATE BILL NO. 60
ACT concerning taxes.
    The  bill  was  taken  up,  read  by  title a first time, ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE BILL NO. 61.  Introduced by Senator Obama, a bill  for  AN    SENATE BILL NO. 61
ACT making appropriations.
    The  bill  was  taken  up,  read  by  title a first time, ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE BILL NO. 62.  Introduced by Senator Obama, a bill  for  An    SENATE BILL NO. 62
Act  to  implement  the  federal  Worker  Adjustment  and  Retraining
Notification Act.
    The  bill  was  taken  up,  read  by  title a first time, ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE BILL NO. 63.  Introduced by Senators Demuzio - L. Madigan,    SENATE BILL NO. 63
a bill for AN ACT concerning the Office of Secretary of State.
    The bill was taken up,  read  by  title  a  first  time,  ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE  BILL  NO.  64.  Introduced by Senator Silverstein, a bill    SENATE  BILL  NO.  64
for AN ACT in relation to vehicles.
    The bill was taken up,  read  by  title  a  first  time,  ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE  BILL  NO.  65.  Introduced by Senator Silverstein, a bill    SENATE  BILL  NO.  65
for AN ACT in relation to families.
    The bill was taken up,  read  by  title  a  first  time,  ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE BILL NO. 66.  Introduced by Senator Rauschenberger, a bill    SENATE BILL NO. 66
for AN ACT concerning telecommunications.
    The  bill  was  taken  up,  read  by  title a first time, ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE BILL NO. 67.  Introduced by Senator T. Walsh, a  bill  for    SENATE BILL NO. 67
AN ACT in relation to motor vehicle fuel sales.
    The  bill  was  taken  up,  read  by  title a first time, ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE BILL NO. 68.  Introduced by Senator R. Madigan, a bill for    SENATE BILL NO. 68
AN ACT in relation to public employee benefits.
    The bill was taken up,  read  by  title  a  first  time,  ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE BILL NO. 69.  Introduced by Senator Rauschenberger, a bill    SENATE BILL NO. 69
for AN ACT concerning telecommunications.
    The  bill  was  taken  up,  read  by  title a first time, ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE BILL NO. 70.  Introduced by Senator Radogno, a bill for AN    SENATE BILL NO. 70
ACT concerning mobile home parks.
    The bill was taken up,  read  by  title  a  first  time,  ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.
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    SENATE  BILL  NO. 71.  Introduced by Senator Sullivan, a bill for    SENATE  BILL  NO. 71
AN ACT concerning telecommunications.
    The bill was taken up,  read  by  title  a  first  time,  ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE  BILL  NO. 72.  Introduced by Senator Sullivan, a bill for    SENATE  BILL  NO. 72
AN ACT concerning telecommunications.
    The bill was taken up,  read  by  title  a  first  time,  ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE  BILL  NO.  73.  Introduced by Senator Silverstein, a bill    SENATE  BILL  NO.  73
for AN ACT in relation to hate crimes.
    The bill was taken up,  read  by  title  a  first  time,  ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE  BILL NO. 74.  Introduced by Senator Watson, a bill for AN    SENATE  BILL NO. 74
ACT regarding vehicles.
    The bill was taken up,  read  by  title  a  first  time,  ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE  BILL NO. 75.  Introduced by Senators Watson - Clayborne -    SENATE  BILL NO. 75
Lauzen, a bill for AN ACT concerning the environment.
    The bill was taken up,  read  by  title  a  first  time,  ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE  BILL  NO. 76.  Introduced by Senator Sullivan, a bill for    SENATE  BILL  NO. 76
AN ACT to amend the Uniform Disposition of Unclaimed Property Act  by
adding Section 10.6.
    The  bill  was  taken  up,  read  by  title a first time, ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE BILL NO. 77.  Introduced by Senator Lauzen, a bill for  AN    SENATE BILL NO. 77
ACT concerning consumer reporting agencies.
    The  bill  was  taken  up,  read  by  title a first time, ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE BILL NO. 78.  Introduced by Senator Cronin, a bill for  AN    SENATE BILL NO. 78
ACT concerning education.
    The  bill  was  taken  up,  read  by  title a first time, ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE BILL NO. 79.  Introduced by Senator Donahue, a bill for AN    SENATE BILL NO. 79
ACT concerning public utilities.
    The bill was taken up,  read  by  title  a  first  time,  ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE  BILL NO. 80.  Introduced by Senator Sieben, a bill for AN    SENATE  BILL NO. 80
ACT in relation to taxes.
    The bill was taken up,  read  by  title  a  first  time,  ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE  BILL NO. 81.  Introduced by Senator Sieben, a bill for AN    SENATE  BILL NO. 81
ACT in relation to aquatic life.
    The bill was taken up,  read  by  title  a  first  time,  ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE  BILL NO. 82.  Introduced by Senator Sieben, a bill for AN    SENATE  BILL NO. 82
ACT in relation to surface coal mining.
    The bill was taken up,  read  by  title  a  first  time,  ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.
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    SENATE  BILL NO. 83.  Introduced by Senator Sieben, a bill for AN    SENATE  BILL NO. 83
ACT in relation to surface-mined land.
    The bill was taken up,  read  by  title  a  first  time,  ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE  BILL NO. 84.  Introduced by Senator Sieben, a bill for AN    SENATE  BILL NO. 84
ACT concerning boats.
    The bill was taken up,  read  by  title  a  first  time,  ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE  BILL NO. 85.  Introduced by Senator Sieben, a bill for AN    SENATE  BILL NO. 85
ACT in relation to bodies of water.
    The bill was taken up,  read  by  title  a  first  time,  ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE  BILL NO. 86.  Introduced by Senator Sieben, a bill for AN    SENATE  BILL NO. 86
ACT concerning natural resources.
    The bill was taken up,  read  by  title  a  first  time,  ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE  BILL NO. 87.  Introduced by Senator Sieben, a bill for AN    SENATE  BILL NO. 87
ACT in relation to wildlife.
    The bill was taken up,  read  by  title  a  first  time,  ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE BILL NO. 88.  Introduced by Senator Rauschenberger, a bill    SENATE BILL NO. 88
for AN ACT concerning telecommunications taxes and fees.
    The  bill  was  taken  up,  read  by  title a first time, ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE BILL NO. 89.  Introduced by Senator Rauschenberger, a bill    SENATE BILL NO. 89
for AN ACT concerning taxation.
    The bill was taken up,  read  by  title  a  first  time,  ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE  BILL NO. 90.  Introduced by Senator Jacobs, a bill for AN    SENATE  BILL NO. 90
ACT in relation to veterans
    The bill was taken up,  read  by  title  a  first  time,  ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE  BILL  NO. 91.  Introduced by Senator Klemm, a bill for AN    SENATE  BILL  NO. 91
ACT concerning waterways.
    The bill was taken up,  read  by  title  a  first  time,  ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE  BILL NO. 92.  Introduced by Senator Noland, a bill for AN    SENATE  BILL NO. 92
ACT in relation to townships.
    The bill was taken up,  read  by  title  a  first  time,  ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE BILL NO. 93.  Introduced by Senator Rauschenberger, a bill    SENATE BILL NO. 93
for AN ACT concerning the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District.
    The  bill  was  taken  up,  read  by  title a first time, ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE BILL NO. 94.  Introduced by Senator Watson, a bill for  AN    SENATE BILL NO. 94
ACT concerning stormwater.
    The  bill  was  taken  up,  read  by  title a first time, ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.
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    SENATE BILL NO. 95.  Introduced by Senator Peterson, a  bill  for    SENATE BILL NO. 95
AN ACT in relation to plats.
    The  bill  was  taken  up,  read  by  title a first time, ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE BILL NO. 96.  Introduced by Senators E. Jones - L. Madigan    SENATE BILL NO. 96
- Demuzio - Lightford - Woolard, a bill  for  AN  ACT  to  amend  the
General  State  Aid Continuing Appropriation Law by changing Sections
15-10, 15-15, and 15-20 and repealing Section 15-25.
    The bill was taken up,  read  by  title  a  first  time,  ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE BILL NO. 97.  Introduced by Senator Dillard, a bill for AN    SENATE BILL NO. 97
ACT in relation to public employee benefits.
    The  bill  was  taken  up,  read  by  title a first time, ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE BILL NO. 98.  Introduced by Senator Cullerton, a bill  for    SENATE BILL NO. 98
AN ACT in relation to vehicles.
    The  bill  was  taken  up,  read  by  title a first time, ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE BILL NO. 99.  Introduced by Senator  Luechtefeld,  a  bill    SENATE BILL NO. 99
for AN ACT concerning special districts.
    The  bill  was  taken  up,  read  by  title a first time, ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE BILL NO. 100.  Introduced by Senator Burzynski, a bill for    SENATE BILL NO. 100
AN ACT in relation to public employee benefits.
    The bill was taken up,  read  by  title  a  first  time,  ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE BILL NO. 101.  Introduced by Senator Sieben, a bill for AN    SENATE BILL NO. 101
ACT concerning public funds.
    The  bill  was  taken  up,  read  by  title a first time, ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE BILL NO. 102.  Introduced by Senator R.  Madigan,  a  bill    SENATE BILL NO. 102
for AN ACT in relation to public employee benefits.
    The  bill  was  taken  up,  read  by  title a first time, ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE BILL NO. 103.  Introduced by Senator Luechtefeld,  a  bill    SENATE BILL NO. 103
for  AN  ACT  to  amend  the  Downstate  Public Transportation Act by
changing Sections 2-2.02 and 2-2.04.
    The bill was taken up,  read  by  title  a  first  time,  ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE  BILL  NO. 104.  Introduced by Senator Luechtefeld, a bill    SENATE  BILL  NO. 104
for AN ACT in relation to coal.
    The bill was taken up,  read  by  title  a  first  time,  ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE  BILL  NO. 105.  Introduced by Senator Radogno, a bill for    SENATE  BILL  NO. 105
AN ACT in relation to clean air.
    The bill was taken up,  read  by  title  a  first  time,  ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    SENATE  BILL  NO. 106.  Introduced by Senator Radogno, a bill for    SENATE  BILL  NO. 106
AN ACT in relation to clean air.
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    The bill was taken up,  read  by  title  a  first  time,  ordered
printed and referred to the Committee on Rules.

    At  the  hour  of 1:35 o'clock p.m., the Chair announced that the
Senate stand adjourned until  Thursday,  February  1,  2001  at  9:00
o'clock a.m.
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